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Sir: 

APPELLANTS' REPLY BRIEF 

This Reply Brief is necessitated by the Examiner's Answer mailed 
March 9, 2007. 

The Examiner argues in the Answer that providing an inherent 
second indicia for confirming that the limited edition of the postal stamp is a valid 
limited edition official postal stamp. In this regard, the Examiner relies on the fact 
that the printing of the stamp includes unique flaws or imperfections, wherein the 
print acts as a pseudo fingerprint. Applicant respectfully submits that this is mere 
speculation as to whether or not the printing has features that would confirm 
whether it is a limited edition stamp. There is nothing that teaches or suggests that 
the mere fact of printing a stamp would provide a unique pattern or that it could be 
used as a means for confirming that a stamp is a valid limited edition stamp as 
taught and claimed by Applicant. Applicant respectfully submits that speculation 
as to the inherent properties of printing is inappropriate for establishing that a 
claim limitation is present. 



The Examiner also submits that a recitation of intended use of a 
claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed 
invention and prior art. In this regard, the second indicia, as set forth in 
independent claim has a specific property, i.e. the capability of confirming that it 
is a limited edition stamp. As such, this is a definitive structure that must be 
considered in determining obviousness and is not simply a mere intended use. 

With regard to the Schlauch reference, the mere fact that there is an 
indication that something is one out of a number, does not in and of itself indicate 
that it is a limited edition stamp. The fact that something states that it is one out 
of a number, could simply represent, for example, a document that is one page out 
of a number of predetermined pages that are provided on each document. 
However, that does not indicate that each document is a limited edition item. 

For the foregoing reasons and the reasons set forth in Applicant's 
Brief, Applicant respectfully submits that the cited art fails to teach or suggest the 
invention as taught and claimed by Applicant. 
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